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INTERVIEWEE: ^Senator John Shermap Cooper 

» 3 — i «, 
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Cates: Hugh §ates. It's April 4e 29th, 1971. I'n^tn the office of f 

United Statesmens tor John Shermap Cooper. Senator gooper is a RepubliGm 
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from the statj of Kentucky. Senior Cooper, would yfh mind just stating 
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or Impressions of the late Senator Richard ^ 

Brevard Russell? r~ 
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7 when I Came to the Senate for 
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ve been back in the Senate s&eral 

iev nim like all 'Senators knew him. &om 
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Cooper: I figst met Senatdfc Russell ii 
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a two-year tecs. I was defeated twice 
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times. I served for 15 yeafsT 
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observing him^n the Floor of th^Senate, admiring ha for his dignity, ffor 
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bis presence, Tks authority and his tremendous power.Land influence in delate. 
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I’ll just say ^ commonplace, but It is correct that fe's always consideitd 
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as an outstanding power, force ii^the Senate 
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Cates: Senary, excuse me, I did|.«t mean to interrupt you. sir. go ahe^, sir 
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Cooper: He wa* of ten... I remembejb the first... when £ first came here he= 
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was very courgous to me. He wasjalways very courte*s to people. He I 
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would listen their views, unless he... at times he £ould get a little ? 



irritated because they were so...|e could tell he thcight they were veryn 
prejudiced or glased in their viefe and were not objective. I was much 
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interested in defense matters having served two years^on the Armed Services 

2* 2 *— . 
Committee in '53 and *54. When, |fter development o^sophisticated nucl^r 

weapons where R is so difficult S> .understand what a31 these weapons wefe 
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about, when you- were not on the Cwymittee. I would «£*. him, when he wasO 
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Chairman, if could come to the Sessions when Secretary of Defense gave^. 
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to the CommitBee his estimate ofj£he defense situations sometimes lasting 

... 

two or three ^ays. He was always~kind, always asked^me to come in, and 
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was very grateful for that. I asyume the. •• the period in which I had th£ 
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closest relationship with him was^when both of us se^yed as a. . .members '*>£ 
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the Commission! to investigate the< assassination of Pi^sident Kennedy, which, 
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of course, waarmore popularly kncftt as the Warren Commission. In that year 
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I did get — 19£4 — to know 
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see him in faction and in thought. 
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Cooper: Yes. cThat investigation=lasted several months in 1964. He was- 
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also busy in the Senate. It was 5n election year, and the investigation^ 
took a great d#al of time of the Members. There were;, dozens of witnesses. 
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dozens and dozens and dozens of papers we had to read, testimony given by- 
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other witnesses which were taken 5y members of ths staff. And then the r. 
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Commission metCoften. Our final judgment was unanimous but in making £ 
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that judgment there were discussigjos which brought out the strength of 
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mind, the judgement and authoritywf Senator Russell.” If you want me tos 
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Cates: SenatoT, I wish you would ?and I might say this and I don't know if 

it would go info this area or not^but if you feel lijfe if anything you jT 
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might say should not be made public for seme time yoitcan so state that and 
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a time seal would be put on It. And It would be honored by the University 
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of Georgia. r - 
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Cooper: No, thii is perfectly all eight. 
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Cates: Well, I wish you would go..^ 
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Cooper: Most ofrit’s public knowledge 
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Cates: I wish you ... ? 

C/3 5 * 

T) c. 

r* 



> 



v: 



• • • 



y. 

v*j 

o 

o 

K) 



CD 

c r. 



Cooper. What Isa t, I don't think, £[ do not think anyway would affect theV: 
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Cates: Well, I £ant you to use you|.own good judgment TLn saying anything i 
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you want to in this area. = ^ r: 
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Cooper: I remei&er when President Johnson called me a£my hometown in I 
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Somerset, Kentucky, where I had left for the weekend add asked me to be 

on the Commission, and he told me tfat Senator Russell jfcould be the Democrl- 
tic member from^he Senate. That lid me, very persuasively to also be a ^ 

. 1 , 

member of the emission, because ^appreciated his position and his judgment 

Senator Russell ^.ater told me that £e objected very strongly to going on zr 

Cj “ £ ^ • 

the Commission. g He was very busy and also, to be frang; he said he did / 
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not care to serve under Justice fEarl WarrenJ. But asJEalways, his sense of 
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duty and I think^ patriotism and it §tas deep in him, leg him, as he told me 
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override any personal feelings and da what he thought tl£ President wanted ±- 
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to do and do wha£ he thought ought 'Kj be done for the country. And it. 
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a.. .1.. .1. . .that was^one of his great qualities, to rise to^What he thought 
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~ as the need of the 3ountry. On the Commission, which was jbade up of a 
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r<our from the Congre^, two from the Hoope and two from theZSenate — two 
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Republicans, two Democrats— and Senator Bussell and myself 'from the Senate. rz 
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Congressman Boggs ai^JJ Congressman Ford From the House — and jjhen a distinguished^ 
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jroup of civilians, Erivate member^ ,^!dided . . |Jqd then heacfed by Chief Justice^ 
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^ arr en- As a group So had no pre-!c 
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and we did go over testimony and 
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judgment. But there^s ... there were two issues in that investigation which 
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regain impressed me ajbout Senator Russel£. And first may I say, he kept up 

t • *♦ '3, — - 

with that investigation all the time. Even if he had comnrtetees which he had s 
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5° attend, he had a ^-representative there;’ and staff and wheri=-he came back you “• 
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gould tell that he had read the evidencg. He talked over all the facts. He Z - 
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Jcnew what had been cfene even when he wasn't there. First, t^here was the r -’ 
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testimony of Mrs. [l2e Harvey] Oswald, the wife and widow of Lee Oswald. r 
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And when we heard he¥ testimony, the first and the second time, she was bereft' 
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Snd. . .and, of course^ a tragedy for he<| And I think she jgtracted some sym- CT 

pa thy from the Co mmi ssion . Well, of course, that sympathy would be human nature. 

i > £T % ‘ 

Hut Senator russell^he was not convinced that she had toldrthe full truth ^ 

V w c o — 

~ ” 4 

and all the facts she did know. And he=talked to me about.it. I had some- . Z' 
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fhat of the same feeing, but again I m5st say he was the Leader. .. took the ^ 

O »® •* 

leadership in it. A«d he said... he suggested that we go ddyn to Dallas, Texas# 
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and have her as a wdjtmess there. And wS would question hei5 again. And we 3; 

^id go. I think we were there two days and on those two ^days we questioned 2_ 
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her very strenuously and his wa» the most powerful lamination. He wa& 
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courteous, d|gnlfled, but neverQieless he searched |>r the truth. • I will 

say that we |id not get from he£any additional Information, but I alw^-s 

believed that- Senator Russell taught that she had Some fact, not neceSarlly 

chat... that Et was anyone else t&t Lee Oswald respofflible, but... but t&t 

7: a S ~ 

he had some Reeling that she ha<fnot told all the f£ts. I think that Sas 

9- h* c/3 

born out in ^statement he made §. year or so ago in^hich he said, as £ 
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recall, he h$p not yet been. pepnadpd we had a& the facts. The £ 

most compelling position took In tf| Commission ^s this: there was". 



a question o£whether or nS: the shot Vh^h struck president Kennedy o# 

one of the sl|)ts, had... had passed through Governor jJotuO Connally of -5 

Texas on the front seat. To... tf find that it had fissed through both Sould 

rn o ^ z 

make the decision somewhat easier. In the time frame 5. It wasn’t conclusive. 

Z ° zr c. 

And so there ^ first. ..an opinion by most of the Commission that we should 
say that the $hot passed throughoboth President Kenedy and Governor 
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Connally. Governor Connally was?a very strong witnjs. I see now why fie 

O £. 5 

has the present opinion In the country that he’s a v«£y strong man. He’S 
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a very strongCvitness. He said gitegorically that he knew it. ..that the 
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first shot dig not pass through film. And he... I remimber he said. "I I 
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turned my heag when I heard the shot. It did come ffbm the direction which 

’ £ — 3 - 

you have decided it came from be^tfel’m familiar with firearms. But as? I 

turned again the left, I feltihe impact of another shot." Senator 

• o % r. 

Russell just |hid, "I’ll never s^n that report if.-gif .. .if this Commission 

a/s categorically that. the second shot passed through both of them. 

I agreed withgiim. I must say h£had great influence with me, but I toov 
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have been impressed by Governor Cqnnally and so the Commission then didC 
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agree that, I^cannot recall the dSact words, that while there was evidesfce 
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r aces. Senacor Cooper, did he have apy private conversations with you about' 
J thlS 3SPeCt ° f 3 f sslble communist conspiracy. anything Jhat you could =r 
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1 Cooper: No, I th£k we. . .we. . .mentioned that in our repeat. We found no * 
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1 erfd ‘ ! “ e ' ! ° f that 4 *“• *>• »• nevei- did... he .ever dl£..h e mevvr did ^ 
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^ve any strength dfo that idea. 
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= Cates: Do you fee| like perhap^ the reasonl tlufc President' Johnson wanted 

oo that Omission va, g at he h,d jo ^ch toafllac. la Russall 
| that ha fait Ilka |h.t It vaa almost like having himself In the Commission! 
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| Cooper: Oh, yes, £e wanted him on th^e I'm sure first bicause of his 

^he knew his powerf®. mind and good ju^ment. And also if sure because 
-•he believed chat..^.that with Senator ifssell’s presence of- the Committee 
lib would give grea| credibility to thlwork and decision If the Commission. 5 
^.You know the Commission was attached |:d all kinds of...o£ statements were | 
^made about its wor£ and. . .and I talkef to him about that from time to time, 

~ a °d he WOUld fclnd ^ laugh about that £nd say, 'Veil, I r|ad what those men 
S.have said, three o£four of them," butshe said, "They didS't make any 
'^independent investigation of their owi| they just took ou| work, the 

13 S| . 

i Commission’s work, ^nd picked holes ii|it." And now he h£d...he had such 
=good sense, good judgment, such fairness, too. -S 
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.Cates: Senator Cooler, this is an excellent example of hSw you worked with 

^Senator Russell. The two of you working together on a project. Can you 
^recall anything else that comes to minj at this time of h§w you might have 
^worked together in'the Senate? I notice that at one timejrou’ re.. .maybe 
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Z.that the sane. .. that? the shot had passed through both President Kennedy and..^> 

3 and Governor Connally it was not conclusive. And with thaj^ why. Senator Rus&ll 
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-won his point. I think he's correct. Jhe other point was>Lt the end, and — 
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^ this was more a matter of language that^of decision because everyone had :£ 
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p agreed that from al^ the evidence we ha^l, that we could fi$d only one person * 
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3 who was. ..who was ac. .could be charged £xith the assassination of President 
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‘^Kennedy and that was. Lee Oswald. And-.Erbut again, there wps'the first cate- 
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= gorical statement tfiat Lee Oswal< 
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owlth it, and again Senator Russel^? 
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'us. But, we are no£. . .we. • .we, . ote re not. 
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cannot say?that at some 
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Epoint there may be some other evidence in the future and that we cannot 
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categorically dose^the door to the facts that may arise.'— He lust said, "I - 
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pwant to limit to wh£t we have our selve^J“ heard, we've searched out all we coul^, 
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7 ?done the best we coiLd and on the basis] of that we say tha 4 Lee Oswald was 



o 



r. 

o 






— ro 

r the assassin but we-inust not... we must^say also that therC-may be facts which? 
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—are developed in the future but which t*e could not secure c which may show 
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^.otherwise." Now, that last is probably was just., .said, well, anybody could ~ 
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T!have said that but peaking in consideration his. ..his determination to inter- + 

— — 

/lew Mrs. Oswald, die third time and very strongly, and his strong position ~ 

>n the question of whether the same sho^ passed through bo£h President Kennedy^ 

» • • •*» 
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and Governor Conna^y, I just feel theSe to show the strength of his mind, - 

= the careful judgment about testimony, 5 rhe limits .. .precise- limits, upon whichr- 

r - -6 

• 0 

^we could base our ^Qdgment, that is ocpwhat we had heard, iit was an indication 

- . n X x" 

the., .of the capable, capable, able N/: and capable man of^a very strong mind, 

c> ET • — • *3 

:of a very discriminating mind, of a powerful determination to be just, and 

— ~ — 

'E-I came out of thatEsix or seven roonths^work feeling that T had been associated 

— • * XL — 

■“with a man who was— mo re. . .certainly more able and powerful than anyone else £. 
•- . * 
on that Commission! And, well, and I 'thought more than anyone I'd known in 
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